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the context we have S. Pau 
if: upon. his: Viſitation. at'\Sfiletwi, 
= iverf t7...And.the:Viitktidh, 
| a3 this which i now holden 
: with us, \is - Provincial; all the 
Rtal.C _— theProvinceof 
Sal Cle | coniven'd; "by th 
grind Viktor, Od eieratieſ him, werſ, 18. 

The Text preſents you with apart, but tis the 
principal part of the Viſitation Serman, or as I may ra- 
ther. call it; The Vi iſutors Charge #0: wore: the Pro- 
wince.,: Thefidlt part of whithchargeis:  * 

1. Take heed #d your ſelves: Toyou my Brethren of 
the Clergy, as this Charge mofe ftritly given, then 
tothe. Laity{}For'to thepeopleGod hath apy@ia- 
ted Paſtors-whoare commanded in the textito take 
heed to the charge committed to them: But who 
A 2 | ſhall 


2 [ Viſitation Sermon, 
ſhall feed and Guide the Shepherds, who ſhall 
watchover the Watchmen, or Teach the Teach- 
ers? -Tearethe ſaltof the earth, but if the ſalt have loſt his 
ſevour, wherewith ſhall it be ſalted, it is thenceforth good for 
nothing , but to be caſt out, and troden under foot of men, 
Mat, 5413. 56 i; 4& Þ 

* 2. Take heed tor your ſelves, is the firſt part of 
the Charge, And ſecondly to your Flock: Theor- 
der obſerved in this Double, Charge, 1s the next 
thing obſervable ';.. which #:the ſame obſeryed by 
our Lord himſelf, in his charge to S. Peter, and in 
him toall Paſtors of the Church, ſaying Lic. 22.37. 
When tha art converied, then afienward-ſiriuhen'thy | 


rh 


Bretbris)and Jobn:2 1, rg. Simon ſau Def 
me, and if fo, it then follows, FadmyShrep<Ind 
citly commanding all Paſtors of his Flock]: 
bethemſelves truly convertedugto God, -and- 
fouls ihflamed with the ſacred fret BivimeEove, 
and then they-may hope'that their pains will befuc- 
cesful for the feeding and ſtrengthening the Sheep 
of Chriſt : That rule of Fighteoufnefs and Charr- 
zy which is the ſum of theſecondTable of the Law, 
Thon ſhalt love thy neighbor "as wby- ſelf , commands'this 
order to be hore , Tolove thy. ſelf aright in the 
firſt place, and then thy Neighbor: asthy telf:'St. 
Baward thus befpeaks every: Shophetd of fouls : F 
frater cui nondum eft firma ſatis propriaqulur,cout Charitds 
edhuc nullaeſt, aut adeo tenera & arundinea, ut onni fia- 
, tu 


[ V 1ntation Jermen. 
tui cedat, omni credat ſpiritui, omni circumferatur vento.do- 
frine, quanam dementia quaſo, aliena curare , aut ambis aut 
acquieſcis? And upon Cant. 1, 6, They have made me the 
keeper of the Vineyards, but mine own vineyard have I not 
t; he ſeyerely checks and reproves himſelf , that 
he had taken on him the Cure of other mens ſouls, 
having not ſufficiently cared forand cured his own: 
Et miror-----F do much wonder ( ſaith he ) at the Impudence- 
of thoſe perſons, that thruſt themſelves to be Labourers in the 
Lords Vineyard, whilſt their own Vineyard is overgrown with 
Bryars and thornes:: The Leperunder the oo Was 
commanded to havea covering upon his upper lip, 
Lev. 13. 43. ut non docere alios praſumat ---- ſaith Heſys 
chius : that no man preſume to open his lips in. the 
Congregation , for the-inſtruction of others, who: 
is himſelf infeted with the Leprofie, either of fin-- 
fulneſs orerror: for nmeſt cadentis alium erigere: Plu- 
tarch : 1t is not for a man that lies in the dirt, to raiſe 
up another thence; not for |thata man that is a lleep 
in his {1ns, toawake others from that ſpiritual ſle 
of death; That Proverb remembred by our Lot. 
Phyſician heal thy ſelf, Luc. 4. 23. 18. chiefly appliable 
tothe Phyſician of ſouls, who muſt begin ——_ 
if he will work any cure upon. the Vouls of. 0-- 
thers. E 
* 3. Butthisis not all, for thirdly the Cure gf a 
Paſtors ſoul, isa more difficult task; as being to be 
perfected ina higher degree, then ordinarily can be 
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expeRed from any of his Flock : For asour oMice 
of Prieſthood, is more high, more eminent, .more 
holy, fo ſhould our Converſation be , a: ayy4- 
201 GY aivpwToRs «=== St. Chryſoſlom, De ſacerdotio, As 
Angels above men, as $ hepherds above their flock, as Ma- 
ters above their Scholars, ſo ſhould a Biſhop a Prieſt a Pa- 
flor excell and tranſcend the people in wholſome doftrine and 


, holineſs of life : ſo the great Gregory, Tantum debet afti. 


onem populi , aFio tranſcendere praſulis, quantum diftare 
ſolet a grege vita Paſtoris,---- with mat 1 more tothe 
fame purpoſe , De cura Paſtorali: A book which 
was once tranſlated by the wiſelt and greateſt of 


our SaxomPrinces; King Alfred , and by him come 


mended to the Clergy of this Nation; and a hap- 
Py Clergy ſhould we be, an holy Prieſthood,'1f ti 
Inſtructions in that Golden Book, were well ob. 


 fervedamongſt us. 


4- Take heed to your ſelves and to all the Flock] 
and both theſe joyntly and ſeverally. To your ſelves c 
As tothe Innocence and Holineſs of your Lives, as 
becometh good Chriſtians : And to your Flockas Shep- 
herds & Guides of ſouls: Under the Law,the Prieſt 
and Prophets of the Lord are frequently called the 
Angelsof the Lord of hoſts,Fud.2.1.M4. 2.7. And 
_—_— the Goſpel , the Angels of the Church of 
Chriſt, 1 Cor. 11;10, Rev. 2.1. 8. 12.--And as we 
Tead of the Angels on Jacobs Ladder, aſcending and 


deſcending from heaven,Gen, 28. 12.f0 thePrielts of 
Se; | the 


the Lord ſhould hrikafe heed to 4htmſelves by aſGen> 
ding: with the Angels into heaven, having their 
hearts and affettions ; their meditation and Comver- 
ſation in heaven, Phul.3.20. And withall zake heed tothe 
flock, by deſcending with the Angels from heaven; 
enriched with the. word of Lite , breaking unto 
them that bread which cometh down from heaven, and giv- 
&th life unto the world, Joh 6.33 - | 
2; Batt this jaynt.charge is ſadly, dagjoyn'd. and per- 
verted, by.\achas'take heed to-themielvesimdeed, 
but 'tis not withthe Angels to aſcend , but deſcend, 
only groveling in the duſt, and wallowing in the 
aure of:Luxnry; Riotzand Excels , Pride and Co- 
vetouſneſs, the Poraps and vanities of the. world, 
and the {nful luſts of the fleſh , which every ons, 
eventhe meaneſt of their Flock , hath ſolemaly ab- 
| jured, when: by holy Baptiſm admitted into the 
FoldofChriſt.;: By ſuch astake beedto themſelves, 
but 'tis notm aſpiritual but carnal ſenſe; who will 
look narrowly to themſelves , as to their worldly 
concerns, ther Revenue and Income; hut are too 
careleſs to the ſpiritual concerns both of themlelyes 
and their Flock, #ho ſeek their own, not the things which- 
are JeſusChriſts,Phil. 2.2 1. Cariwg more for their Fa- 
rubes at home , then for the Familyaf Chriſt,more 
for their bodilythen for their ou relations, pro- 
vidmg better forther natural heirs, then their ſpiri- 
tual ſucceſſors.n their reſpeQtive places ; And un a 


word. 
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the office, more the Fleece then the Flock :; Alb 
fach do falſly wreſt, and wickedly pervert, this 
double charge of the great Viſitor in the. Text ; 


Take heed to your ſelves and toyour Flock : T o your ſelves) 


by being examples of holineſs to your-Flock; And 
to your Flock , as Shepherds,to feed and guide them, 
as Fathers to abba and reprove them, and as 
Mothers'to nouriſh and cherifh them': For.thefe are 
the'four Eſſentials of a faithful Paſtor: Holineſs of life; 
foundneſs of Dofrine, Chriſtian courage,Chriſlian Charity. 

5. To allthe Flock | not tothe flock at random, 
not to this, or that particular Sheep, that fawns 
upon the Shepherd, nor to this, or that Pars 
ty or Se, which agrees with -his Humors! and 
Opinions ; but, To all th Flock impartially, and with- 
out Hypocriſie, and thisfirit affirmatively, to'in- 
» firuc the Tgnorant, to ſtrengthen the weak, to 
confirm'the wavering, to reduce the erroneous ; to 
vilit the ſick, to comfort the afflited , to binde up 
the broken intheart , to reprove theſinful , and to 
teſtifie- againſt the ſkubborn and diſobedient:; Se- 
condly Negatively, not'to break the bruiſed reed, 
and quench the ſmoaking flax, Mat. 12.20. not to 
ſow pillows under all Armholes, Ezek. 13. 18, Not 
ſuffer them to ſettle with eaſe , and without re- 
proof, upon the Lees of their fins, and the errors 
of their waies: Not to claw the {cabbed _ and 
0 NO "EOS © GOT TO CRETE LENS BLOT {rrarch 
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word, by all ſuch a5 mind more the Benefice ; the 


% 
Cee IIS - —  — ——_— 


*% 
© -—O—EEEIEI— OOO —————— - — Eo 


0 


oC : $1/17-4 O07. Wn. _ 


ſcratch the itching cars not to tickle and foment the 
lant humors of the FaRtious , not to pleaſe 
thoſe ſqueazy Palates, who nauſcate the ſolid food 
of Gods Publick ſolemn ſtanding worſhip, un- 
der the prophane and {currilous name of Porridge, 
and for no other cauſe , but becauſe it is like it felf, 
ever the ſame, conitant to it ſelf : Like the Glori- 
ous Sun in the Firmament , which ſhines every 
day the ſame; which renders it a worſhip accept- 
able, as being herein moſt agreeable to the Immut- 
able nature of God, the Father of lights, with whom is 
0 variableneſs nor ſhadow of turning, Jam. 1. 17. But 
the Itch after novelties in the Flock, and the Itch of 
popular pple or filtby Lucre in the Paſtor, -whilſt 
the one ſcratches the Itch of the other : Hence the 
putrid Scabs of Schiſm and Hereſie in the Church, 
of Diſobedience and Rebellion in the Kingdom, are en- 
endred. _ PE 


% 


Againſt all ſuch ſinful Compliance,Take heed to your | 


ſelves, my Brethren take heed to your ſelves,and to 
your vows and promiſes, Sacerdotal andEccleliaſti- 
cal, confirmed by your reſpective Subſcriptions to 
the Articles and Canons of the Church, to the In- 
jun&tions of your Metropolitan and Dizceſan,to the 
Approbation and conſtant uſe of the Liturgy of 
the Church, and of that onely in publick : In 
which laſt particular , wherein the greateſt part of 
the Miniſterial Fun&tion conſiſts, I cannot but te- 

B ſtife 
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fifie mthis Aſſembly, ſo much concern'd therein : 
That there it utterly a fault amongſt ue ; In that thoſe 
Divine and excellent Prayers, and heavenly inſpir- 
ed Prayers of God, and that ancient and Conlfant 
way of Gods worſhip in Publick, is by many too 
much flighted and negleted, by many irreve- 
rently and mdeyoutly celebrated , by many mang- 
led and maimed, curtail'd, abbreviated, and by 
the Additions 'of others implicitly vilified : And 
generally almoſt by all ſecretly undermin'd; ener- 
vated and ſubverted by each mans private prayer 
in publick : The which private prayer, whether 
beſevs Sermon , or at any other time inthe Con- 
gregation, doth not onely ſecretly imply a defect 
in the Publick Prayers of the Church , which maſt 
{ forſooth)) be fepplyod by mens private conceived 
prayers : but alſo, *tisa diforder and confuſion in 
the ſervice of God; for thus publick and pri 
rayer are confounded , which our Lord Chriſt 
th diſtinguiſhed and commanded to be ſeparate- 
ly obſerved , to avoid Hypocrihe and vain-glory 
hmitmg the private prayer to the private cloſet, 
Mat. 6. 5,6. and for avoiding Tantologies and 
mmpertinent bablings after the manner of the hea- 
then, he preſcribes a ſet form to be us'd i pablick, 
verſ. 8, 9. Weare commanded when we call upon 
the Lord, topayour vows to the moſt High , and 
ther he will hear, Fſal. 50. 14. But cananyman: 


"Tt ation Sermon. 9 
think it probable, that God will hear their prayers 
who facrilegiouſly break their vows when they | 
pray, by praying otherwiſe then they have vowed 
and promiſed ? thoſe promiſes alſo being agree- 
able to the Commands of Chriſt, and the orders of 
his Church ? 

And this undoubtedly amongſt many others, 
is not the leaſt cauſe,of ſo many ſtray and wandrin 
Sheep in every Flock, of ſo many giddy heade 
and GRious mimded men in every Congregation, 
of ſo many ſeparate Congregations or Conven- 
ticles in every Pariſh : one great cauſe hereof is the 
falſhood and treachery of = Shepherds, whoin | 
compliance with the noxious humors of the diſca- 
{cd-part of their Flock, take no heed to them- 
ſelves, nor to the vows and promiſes they have 
made in order to the right wt. execution 
of their Fun&ton, in feeding of their Flock : fo 
for the iniquity and irregular carriage of the Prieſts, 
the ſons of Eli in the ſacrifices of the Temple ; Men 
abhorred the offering of the Lord, 1 Sam. 2. I7. — 

6. But ſhould not the Flock take heed to the 
Shepherd , as well as the Shepherd to the Flock ? 
The duty of the one to the other (nndoubtedly) is 
reciprocal, and the mutual Relation reſpetively 
binding. Take heed to thy ſelf ({aid the Lord to his 
= % that thou forſake not the Levite, as long as thou 
| y 17-Aora earth, Deut. 12. 19. and Chap. 14. 27. 
B 2 Eccl. 
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Eccl. 5. 30. There is nothing more plainly afler- 
ted and more punctually commanded in the book 
of God, then that the people ſhould'take heed to 
their Prieſts, the Flock to their Shepherds , eſpe- 
cially fach as are orthodox and holy , that they 
ſhould hear and obey their voice , and make their 
Application and recourſe unto them, 1n all caſes of 
ignorance or doubting : For the Prieſts lips ſbould 
keep knowledge , and they (the people) ſhould ſeek the 
Law at hit mouth, for he is the meſſenger ( or the Angel ) 
of the. Lord of Hoſts, Mal. 2. 7. Hec ſunt initia heretico- 
rum;ut fibi placeant & an þ ſuperbo tumore contemnant, 
Cypr. is, 3- Epiſt. ad Florent. Hence the Riſe of 
Hereticks in the Church, when the people (wel- 
ling with preſumption of-their own knowledge, 
/ plealing themſelves in their fancies and opini- 
ons, proudly neglect and ſcorn to ſubmit to their 
dire&ions,. whom.the Lord hath appointed to be 
their Shepherds and Guides of their Souls : And 
thus even thus; the pgs of God fell into Idola- 
try , even that groſs and infamous Idolatry of the 
Golden” Calf, when lighting Moſes, and oyer- 
awing Aaron the high' Prieſt , they commanded 
him , who ſhould have commanded them, ſay- 
ing, Make us Gods to go before us , for as for this man 
Moſes , ,we wot nut what is become | of him, Numb. 
33, 1. "ERA in 


When 


{ [iſitatton Deron, © If 
Whenthe pres, rr were weary of the: Go- 
vernment of Samuel the! Prophet, ; and delired a 
King, the Lord ſaid unto Samuel, They hare not deſ- 
piſed theebut they have deſpiſed me, x Ham.8,7, W here- 
upon St. Grejoy :' Quam-,nevexends ſuns P aſlores opti: 
mi Sanfle Ecclefiz---»<how reverendly to be elteeme 
are the Paſtors of holy Church , who whillt they 
faithfully ſerve the Lord in the Execution of their 
function ;. they : are. Jo-clbfgly. joyn'd, untp.him.m 
the bond of .love;: thatthe leaſt (hght diſe{teem or 
negle& ,: that is-calt upon them, the Lord takes it 
agan injury to himſelf: So ſaid the Lord to his A- 
files; and-in them to their. Succellors..:; He, that 
areth.you; i biareth me; and, he that deſpiſeth- you x Jeſ- 
piſeth me,. aud be that deſpiſeth me, deſpiſeth him, that ſent - 
me, Luci 19. 16. And this duty, that the people 
——_— heed - their Faeit, HH 
under 'aiſeverg;penalty, Dew 17. 8..1f there.,ariſe a- 
matter- too hard bes in TW } thauſbalt ariſe and. 
come unto the Prieſts , the Levites, and that man that will-. 
do preſumptwouſly , and will not hearken- unto the Prigft , 
that ſtandeth -to- Miniſter, >{--15, cuen, tha, man {hall oye. 
And under the:Goſpel/alfo the ſame/command is' 
given, Heb. 13. 17. Obeyghem that haze. the Rule over. 
you ; and, ſubmit your, ſelves,,; for; they, wauch for your: 
Sodlls;:. rs boo why hens No: no Brio ods on glans rr 
But notwuhſtanding theſe and* many, more 
commands, in the facred- ſheets of either Teſta- 
ment, 
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ment ; \yet is - this" Chriftian ';duty lighted and 
generally 'omitted', and: eſpecially by fuch -as 

retend moſt to the fole Authority of the 
ly Scriptures , without any Relation to the 

Poe and” Anthority* of. the "Church in the 

nterpretation thereof-: | There - bemg many a- 
mongſt us in every Flock ; who preſume to direct 
their Shepherds, guide their Guides, and teach 
their Teachers ; wha #f they-teach not,:preach not, 
pray notl' as they would have) them!, and conſo. 
nant to their humors arid opinions ; they will cen: 
ſure their dorines, contemne their dire&ions, re- 
vile their:perfons, feandalize their. feflion , and 
even ſnatch the holy Oracles ont of their: mouths, 
and ſeparate themſelves 'into.Conventickes , where 
they may heap to themſelves Teachers after their luſts, hav- 
ing itthing ears ; and they turn away their ears from the 
truth,end are turned unto fables, believing and delight- 
ing in lies and* vain empty propheſyings which 

profit not, as was foretold of ſuch, 2 Tim. 4. 
”Y 3 44:1 do | | 

And having mentivned Conventicles,” I cannot 
but add a word or two of the danger of 'them, not 
1n order to the diſturbance of the-peace of the Na- 
tion, leaving that to the Secular Magiſtrate, but 

in order to the ſedution of unwary and unſtable- 
ſouls into falſhood and 'errors mm Religion ; Perily 

zerily T ſay unto you , he that emreth not in by the door into 

| the 
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the ſheegfold ," but climeth wp ſome other way, the ſame is a. 
thief and a robber, Job,10.1. 'Tis the practice of ſub-- 
tile thieves when they ſeize on the honeſt Traveller 
to drag him out of the high road-way into hedges 
and by-places, the more fecurely and without in- 
terruption to xobb and ſpoil him ; ſothe ſpiritual 
thieves, falſe Prophets, rmgleaders of faction and 
ſcdition, do more ealily ſeduce , and robb poor 
filly men and women of thein eftimable treaſures of 
truth and obedience, by drawing them from the 
open and Publick Aſſemblies of [people in 
his houſes of prayer, into By-places and lone 
houſes, where they may more ſecurely breath forth 
the ſpiritual. Inleftzons,, Jaw the-feeds\@f Dckulm 
and Sedition,, and — thow.irreligious. T rea- 
ſons, underthe mak of Religion. Inſuch pla-- 
ces they ray to. their advantage vent and put off 
their:oqumterfeit ware, their, falſe glofles.3 andimul- 
interpretations of Holy: Wir; , :-and make their 
Apocryphal Comments upon Canonical Scrip- 
ture, making the holy Word of God tofpeak not 
their f4Rious ſpirits andwilde fancies would baveit: 
That there ſhould be ſuch falſe Prophets in deſart 
places and private houſes, our Lord hath foretold, 
commanding All his diſciples not. tobdieveorfal- 
low them, Mat: 24. 26. Wherrfore. if they ſhall joy 
unto you behold he is in the deſart, go not forth; behold he 
| is 
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is inthe ſecret chamber,- believe it not. St. Auguſtine ob-. 
ſerves of the man that fell-among thieves, and was 
robbed and wotinded;Luc. 10.30.Sinmdeſcendiſſet--- 
If he had not been going down from Jeruſalem , the 

lace of Gods Temple; to Ferichs a prophane and 
-common- place,: he had: eſcaped that ſad'diſaſter : 
To teach-all people to beware how they leave the 
place which God hath-choſen to put his name there, the 
Temple and houſe of God, ito convene in any 
conircon ore prophane By-places , under pretence of 'Fe- 
ligion, and-the Pzrformance of: holy 'dutics' in fuch 

laces: 'T was otherwiſe with the man after Gods 
own heart, Pſal.-5. 7 As for me 1-will -_ into- thine 

ſe even: upon the-multitude of 'rthy' mercies'; and in th 

fad [ k efron) "phy holy Temple.” Anti, 
him reſolves the whole body of Godspeople, Pſal. 
132. 7. We will go into his tabernacle , and {all low on 
our- Inees before his-footſtol' + And not 'only this un- 
der the Law , but winder the Goſpel, Mark. 11! 15. 
My houſe ( not the houſes'of men): ſhall be called the 
houſe of prayer of all Nations : Not of- the Jews as un- 
der the-Law,-but of the Gentiles alf& under-the 
Goſpel , 'and-tis'there eſpecially in Gods 6wn 
houſe , that he has promiſed to meet his people, 
to be in the nudſt of them, to hear their prayers 
and bleſs' them , To teach them- his waies by his 
faithful and true Paſtors, and there (in a word) to 
diſpence all the bleſſed means of grace and falyati- 


On 
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on to them, Demteron. 12. '5, 6. 11, 12, 13, 14: 
1 Kin. 8. 29,30. Mat. 18.20. Luc. 19. 46. 1 Gr. 
1.20. . 
; But the grand excuſe of the wandring ſheep, 
Tay the cry of many Orthodox alſo, is, The diviſion 
of the Shepheards , who being divided _— 
Sratiing do lead their flocks into ſeveral divided 
wayes of divine worſhip : And the generality of 
the flock being not wiſe enough to know what 
way to take; S whom molt ſecurely to follow, 
they hereupon heap to themſelves Teachers after their 
wa from and with the Schiſmatical Corinthians 1 ep 
1c«p.12.verſ. Every one ſaith, I am of Paul, Lend 4 
pollos, and I of Cephas, and I'of Chriſt, one man, or 
of men, liking this mans way of preaching and 
praying, another anothers way, and others none at 
all, but independently rely upon the immediate 
teaching of Chriſt by kis pi it. And thus Sets 
and Divihons are axkipled, 

This complaint is too true , and ſuch fad cftefts 
thereof too evident, and if not ſtopt will prove 
bitterneſs in the end. 

But would you know who be theſe divided Pa- 
tors or Preachers, or Set-maſlters rather, the cor- 


rupt prings from whomall our == ſtreams of 


divihons flow ? They are ſuch ( in a word) as firſt 
divide from the Church of Chriſt in general 
(where they all agree) -3 then divide among{t 


them- 
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themſelves, into articular Seas 9 and Factions; 
wherein they:all differ :' There is. but one body and one: 
ſpirit, Eph. 4. 4. one myſtical body of Chriſt; 
which is his Church, and one ſpirit of truth, quick- 
ning this our body, and its members, .and them. 
onely : And as it follows, 'One Lord. one faith, one 
baptiſme , one God and es of all... who is above all , 
through all, and in you all, verl. 5,6.. In you all, that are 
net of this one body , and quickned with this 
oneſpirit, and endeavour to keep the unity of the ſpirit in 
the bond of peace , which is the duty enforced from 
the premiſes, verſ. 3. Contrariwiſe then ſuch, that 
divide-from this one body the Church, into. ſeveral 
Seas.and Factions, and (which: neceflarily fol-: 
lows) :ſuchas are not quickned with this one ſpirit, 
- but each with' the: fooli Prophets follow their own ſpi- 
rit; Ezek: 13.3. which they miltakeand mis-term the 
Spuritof God; . ſuch as worſhip, not-this one Lord, 
as we are all commanded, with onemouth and with 
one minde,, Rom. 15.6. Such as hold not the Ar- 
ticles:of. this one ;faith,.. with one: joynt unanimous 
conſent of truth ; Unto the unity of. which' faith, till 
we all come , we cannot be perfeft men in Chriſt. Jeſus . but 
are like children toſſed to and fro, and carryed about with 
every windle of. doftrine; Eph. 4. 13,14: Such are all 
falſe Prophets, treacherous Shepherds , or in the 
Language of Saint Paul, 2Corin. 11. 13, 14. . Such 
are all falſe Apeſiles ; deceitful workers, transforming them: 

w _— ————— 
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ſelves imo the Apoſiles of Chriſt, and no marvel, for Satan 
' himſelf is transformed into an Angel of Light : 1 may call 
them according to the metaphor of the text, The 
Bellweathers of the Flock, the Ringleaders of 
thoſe numerous Sets, and daily increaling diviſt- 
onsamongſt us. & 

And although each ſe& and diviſion mult ne. 

* ceſlarily be falle and erroneous, becauſe there is 
'but one Truth, and onetrue way of Divine: wor- 
ſhip, which isever conſtant to it ſelf, yet hatheach 
divihon its numerous followers of the divided 
Flock :-as filly ſheep when a gap s opened, follow 
one another to the -breath to {tray from their. Pa- 
ture: So flock the people( if not reltrained )into the 
ways of diviſion anderror, if any Se&t-maſter but 
open a gap, and lead them the By-ways of ftray- 
ing from the Shorplold of: Chrilt , which :is hes 
Church : For ſuchalas; is the ſad condition of mans 
corrupted and depraved minde, as naturally to'be 
more affefted with error, then with' the T-uth; 
more proneto believe lies, and more zealous in the 
maintenance-of falſhood, then to believe and main- 
tain the Truth : "Twas ever ſo, When the Prophets 
prophe ſie falſly , the people love wo have it ſo, Jer.'5. lt. 

ut a lad queſtion follows, Fhat will ye: do in the end 
thereof ? When the Prophets prophehie Lies, or 
( which is the ſame) do make and foment diviſt- 
ons, and the people withall are affected with their 
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1 on and ſide with them in their re: 
ſpot iviſions : tis cafze then to propheſie and 
oretell the end thereof to be ruine and confuſion: 
If a kingdom be divided againſt it ſelf , that kingdom can- 
not Nand, and if 4 houſe be divided againſt it ſelf, that 
hogſe tannot ſtand, Mar. 3. 24, 25. Not the houſe 
of God', not the family of Chriſt, in what King- 
dom or Nation ſoever eſtabliſhed : All the King-” 
doms and Nations in Chriſtendom, ancient and 
modern , from the farlt to theſe laſt and worſt of 
times, have felt, by fad experience, the bitter ef- 
fefts of diviſions and errors in Feligion ; and none 
more then our own, ſo lately bleeding , even to 
the laſt gaſp of death, and almoſt buryed in her 
own confultons ; which took __— from the 
propheſying of Lies, and overſpreading of mif- 
takes and errors in Religion , ſowing the ſeeds of 
Schiſm , Fa&tion and Nedieion , In ſeparate and 
divided meetings , or Conventicles in private '; 
joyned with a facrikgious vow-breaking perform- 
ance'of holy duties in Publick : All which are now 
as much, if not more praQtiſed then ever; ſome 
of whoſe FaRors and Followers, do really intend, 
all do certainly rend to involve this Church and 
Kinpdom, into the fad condition of inteſtine war, 
blood and Confuſton, from whence by the great 

mnercy of God, weſolately eſcaped. 


And 
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And now to you, the Feverend perſons, who 
are cone to vilit usin our diſtempers and infirmi- 
ties, to you it belongs, as much as in you lies, to 
give ſtop to our overflowing Diviſions : To re- 
Rain our licentious exorbitancies, both-in doctrine 
and practice, i Praying and Preaching, and this, 
whether in the houſe of God, or in the houſes of 
men : Er fiat Julitia, ruas calum. UN 


